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FOOD ALLERGY - INFORMATION FOR OWNERS
1.
Certain animals have the potential to develop a specific sensitivity (allergy) to a component of their diet. It could be a major ingredient such as beef, corn, or wheat, or a chemical such as a preservative, stabilizer, or food dye.

2.
The most common clinical sign of a food allergy is itching. The animal may scratch anywhere on its body. As the owner, you may notice hair loss, redness of the skin, and other signs of chewing, scratching, or rubbing.

3.
The diagnosis of a food allergy is made by feeding your animal a type of food that they have never had or only had infrequently. You may not see any results (decrease in itching) for up to 3 weeks or more after the hypoallergenic diet is started. Unfortunately, one cannot simply switch brands of commercial dog food since most dog foods share similar protein sources, dyes, preservatives, and stabilizers.

4.
For the next ______weeks, your pet is to be fed a diet of______________ ___________________________only. No other vitamin supplements, dog treats, table food, rawhide chew toys, etc. are to be given. If your animal does manage to obtain any other food, it may be necessary to repeat the entire diet trial.

5.
Occasionally, an animal will have a food allergy in combination with other allergies. Consequently, it is important to note any differences in your animal's condition while being fed a hypoallergenic diet. Any decrease in chewing, scratching, or rubbing, or any visible change in your dog’s skin should be recorded.

6.
At the end of the diet trial, we would like to re-evaluate your animal's condition.
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