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Essentials for Rabbits
Nutrition
· Good quality Timothy or Grass Hay should be available at ALL times.

· Quality pelleted diet (such as Oxbow Bunny Basics) should be fed on a limited basis.  It is generally recommended to feed 1/4 to 1/2 cup pellets per 6 lbs. body weight (depending on metabolism, age, and/or proportionate to veggies) 
· Dark, leafy greens should be fed for additional vitamins and fiber.  Adult rabbits should eat at least 2 cups of chopped veggies per day.  When introducing vegetables to the diet, always start with small amounts and slowly increase the amount over several days to weeks.
· Water should be available in a heavy bowl or water bottle.

Enclosure
· Avoid wire bottom cages -can cause sores on their feet.  Have a resting board on the bottom of the cage if your cage has a wire bottom.
· The size of the enclosure should be at least 6 times the size of the adult rabbit.

· Avoid litters made from soft woods, like pine or cedar, as these can lead to respiratory problems.  We recommend the use of paper litters, such as Carefresh.

Overall Health
· You can groom your rabbit with a small comb or soft brush.

· Keep nails clipped to an appropriate length.

· Regularly check eyes, nose, ears, teeth, and droppings for any abnormalities.

· We recommend you spay your female by 6 months, and neuter your male by 4 months to avoid reproductive tumors and other diseases.
· Protect your rabbit from electrical cords, bunnies like to chew!
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Suggested Reading
· House Rabbit Handbook - written by Marinell Harriman

· House Rabbit Society Website - www.rabbit.org
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