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Essentials for Guinea Pigs
Nutrition
· High quality Timothy or Grass Hay should be available at ALL times.

· Quality Guinea Pig pellets (such as Oxbow Cavie Cuisine) should be fed on a limited basis.  The average-sized guinea pig should eat no more than 1/8 of a cup of pellets per day.  Avoid food mixes with seed or dried fruit.  Do not feed rabbit pellets, hamster food, or lab blocks. After 1 year of age, a Timothy-based pellet should be fed.
· Dark, leafy greens should be fed for additional vitamins and fiber
· Water should be available in a heavy bowl or water bottle.
· A vitamin C supplement (such as Oxbow Daily C) should be administered daily (guinea pigs, like humans, cannot produce their own Vitamin C and must obtain it through their diet in order to prevent Scurvy). 
Enclosure
· Avoid wire bottom cages -can cause sores on their feet and can even get their feet caught in them.  Have a resting board on the bottom.

· The size of the enclosure should be at least 7 square feet for one cavy, adding 2 to 4 square feet per additional cavy.  Avoid litters made from soft woods, like pine or cedar, as these can lead to respiratory and liver problems.  We recommend the use of paper litters, such as Carefresh.

Overall Health
· You can groom your guinea pig with a small comb or soft brush.
· Clip nails every 1 to 2 months to avoid overgrowth.  If you are uncomfortable with nail clipping we can provide this service for you.
· Regularly check eyes, nose, ears, teeth, and droppings for any          abnormalities.

· Protect your guinea pigs from electrical cords, rodents like to chew!
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