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Essentials for Ferrets
Nutrition
· Wysong Archetype, Evo Ferret, Marshall Farms, or other high quality ferret foods are recommended.

· Ferrets are carnivores! Their foods should contain at least 30-40% protein. 
· Ferrets need to have a 15-20% fat content to their diets, as well!

· Provide water in either a water bottle or a heavy ceramic or weighted bowl (ferrets like to play in their water, tipping it over).

· Avoid foods high in refined sugars (these can cause pancreas damage and even diabetes!)

Enclosure
· Avoid wire bottom cages which can cause sores on their feet.  Have a resting board on the bottom if this is the type of cage you have.
· The size of the enclosure should be approximately 24" X 24" X 18" for 1 ferrets.

· Your ferret can be litter trained!  Newspaper or pelleted paper litters (such as Kitty Soft) are recommended.
· Avoid aquariums (which don’t provide enough ventilation)!

· A sleeping area is necessary for your ferret! Provide a towel, old stocking cap, cardboard box with a hole cut in the side, or a clothe specially made for ferrets as a cozy place to sleep!

· Ferrets should be allowed to play outside their enclosure in a supervised ferret-proof area for at least 2 hours per day.  Exercise time can be divided into 2 or 3 different periods.
Overall Health
· Be sure to have your ferret vaccinated against Distemper and Rabies annually!

· Keep nails clipped to an appropriate length.

· Regularly check eyes, nose, ears, teeth, and droppings for any abnormalities.

· Avoid toys that can be chewed to pieces and swallowed (this can lead to intestinal obstruction and death!), especially toys made from latex or foam rubber.
· Ferrets can catch colds and the flu from humans! If your ferret gets sick, contact your veterinarian.

· Michigan law requires ferrets to be vaccinated annually for canine distemper and rabies.
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